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 Founded in 1994 to “conserve birds and their habitats across the 
Americas.”

 70+ staff; $12-15M budget

 Work throughout Western Hemisphere:

US, Hawaii; from Canada to Chile

About American Bird Conservancy



ABC’s Conservation Framework

Mission: to conserve wild birds and 
their habitats throughout the 
Americas. 

A relentless pursuit of lasting results for birds



With partners, 
we’ve established 
or expanded a 
network of 70+ bird 
reserves across 14 
countries.

Preventing Extinction

Hawaiian Palila Reforestation in Peru 



Conserving Habitats: BirdScapes



Eliminating Threats

Glass and Collisions Bird-friendly Wind Power

PesticidesCats Indoors



NRCS Working Lands for Wildlife

SW Riparian BirdScape

Priority for the West



ABC: Co-sponsor 7(a)1 Workshop
December 2016



Section 7(a)(1) Conservation Plan 
for the Lower Mississippi River



SW Riparian BirdScape
Los Padres National Forest 

Baseline Assessment and Riparian 
Restoration in Fire-affected Watersheds 



Collabortive Wildlife Protection and Restoration Initiative (CWRIP) 
Multiagency effort focused on Least Bell’s Vireo & riparian habitat 

SW Riparian BirdScape

La Prado Dam Workshop

Multiagency workshop focused on riparian 

habitat restoration in the  field



ABC – NRCS: 
Partnerships for Success



ABC – NRCS: 
Partnerships for Success

7,321

702
569 540 488 439

264
40 12 0

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

PA WV VA MD NC NJ TN NY KY GA

A
cr

e
s

Golden-winged Warbler Nesting Habitat Acres:

Working Lands for Wildlife - FY 2012-2015 Totals

Acres under restoration using Working Lands for Wildlife

Note: Ten-fold+ increase in Pennsylvania over other states 
due to increased WLFW capacity



ABC- NRCS Partnership:
SW Riparian Working Lands for Wildlife

SW Riparian BirdScape
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher WLFW

Rachel Smith, Partner Biologist



• Hired Rachel Smith, 
Partner Biologist in 
Redlands, California

• Opportunity to hire two 
additional positions for 
Arizona and California

• Seeking non-federal 
matching support: 
$50k/yr per position

ABC- NRCS Partnership:
SW Riparian Working Lands for Wildlife



ABC - NRCS - IERCD: 
Partnerships for Success

SW Riparian BirdScape
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher WLFW

Rachel Smith Hired – 2 more?



ABC - NRCS - IERCD: 
Partnerships for Success

SW Riparian BirdScape
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher WLFW

Rachel Smith Hired – 2 more?

Core Conservation Areas: BirdScapes
• Where: Best existing/potential habitats
• Who: ID land ownership: public/private
• How: Outreach to land owners/managers
• What: Bring BMPs/Conservation Practices
• When: Coordinate & Implement on-the-ground



• Glad to be a part of this exciting 
partnership 

• “Relentless focus on lasting 
results for birds”

• Strong interest & experience in 
7(a)1 approach

• Focus on science-driven on-the-
ground actions

• Dedicated capacity & 
commitment to riparian  birds 
and habitat

Looking Forward to Working Together



Thank you

David Younkman     dyounkman@abcbirds.org 619-206-6708

mailto:dyounkman@abcbirds.org


Elsewhere in the West – a few examples

 Flammulated Owl and 
dry Ponderosa Pine 
Forest restoration

 Oregon Vesper Sparrow, 
Streaked Horned Lark and 
Prairie Oak Forests

 Saving Tricolored Blackbird from 
extinction


